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lN RE: KRISTI HOUSE RECOGNIZED )
AS A PART OF MULTT-D|SC|PL|NARY )
CASE REVIEW TEAtvt FOR SUS- )
PECTED CHTLD SD(UAL ABUSE )
CASES WtTHtN THE ELEVETITH )
JuprcrAlctRcurT 

.. 
)

THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
MIAMI.DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA

cAsE NO. 99-1
( Court Administration )

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER
NO. 9$.9

WHEREAS, lt is the intent of the Legislature that a comprehensive approacfr for gre
prevention of abuse, abandonment, and reglect of cfrildren be developed for the state;

WHEREAS, the legislature has authorized the establishnrent of child advocacy
centers to serve as part of a mufti{isciplinary case review team and ctrild protection
system for cases of suspected child sexuat abuse or physical abuse; and

WHEREAS, ttE Kristi House is a member of the Florida Netv'ork of Children's
Advocacy Centers, Inc., and meets the standards set by the legislature to quatiff as a dtid
advocacy center; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Children and Famity Services ("DCF) has
designated the l(isti House to act as case manager and as treatment refenal agency for
cases involving suspected ctrild sexual abuse;

NOW, THEREFORE, pursuant to the authority vested in me as Chief Judge of the
Eleventh Jr-tdiciaf Circuit of Florida, I hereby find that the Kristi House, as a cSild aCvocacy
center and as a contracting agent of the Departrnent of Chitdren and Famity Services, is
authorized to serve as a casa manager and a treatmenl refenal canter for cases of
suspected cirild so<ual abuse wilhin the Eteventh Judicial circuit_

Also as a child advoecy center and as a contracting agent of the Departrnent of
Children and Famlly Services, Kristi Hor.rse is a rnember of the mufti4iscipiinary case
review team, as set forth in Section 39.3035, Fla. Stat., and may slrare inbrmatbn with
cther team representativee to monitsr gnd managie suspec{ed sexral abuse cas{Bs ar.d &o
provide proper treatment refenals, where necessary, for the child vidims. Additionally, alt
members of the case revie\,vteam uould be persons authorized under Section ly.mA()
to receive information, when appropriate, regarding cfrild sexual abuse cases referred to
DCF.
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The intent of this order is to establish and maintain a collaborative retationshipamong the rnembers of the multidisciptinarycas. ,"ui"r team to coordinate services f,or
ffi:ffs 

and their families ano to lermit xnrii House to receive corrfidential

Nothing in this order shoufd be construed as requiring the release of informatjon,w'hen in ttre exercise of discretion, "n "g"n"y determines that disctosure of the inbrmation
r"""HffiT,bjf;"1fftr i,:f,'ew 

team wourd be detrimentaf ro the victim, to a perrding

This order is not intended to interfere with the autonomy of the state Attorney andlaw enfurcement with legard to prlr"""tion anJ i*"J,gltiu" issue', nor is it intended to
;:tffi?*: 

any contract or other agreements "rong-the various members of the case

Any informatior received as p"t-"|F" multidisciplinary case reviqrteam shall be
ffi1"??lr[l'lilUtl5,:ff 

iitormation ano snatr-remain conridenriai pursuant to

This Administrative order shat become effective upon signing.
. r /

o"v rrffilttf|i 
oRDERED in chambers at Miami{jg:]?ounty, Ftorida ,this / 7

JOSEPH P

q_=
ELEVEN JUDICIAL C OF FLORTDA
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CRIMINAL PROCEDURE AND WITNESSES;  CRIMINAL ChapteT
CORRECTIONS PROCEEDINGS

914.16 Chi ld abuse and sexualabuse of v ict ims under age 16 or persons with mental  retardat ion;
l imits on interviews.--The chief judge of each judicialc ircui t ,  af ter consuttat ion with the state
attorney and the pubtic defender for the judiciat circuit, the appropriate chief law enforcement officer,
and any other person deemed appropriate by the chief judge, shatt  provide by order reasonable l imits
on the number of interviews that a vict im of a viotat ion of s.  794.011, s.  800.04, or s.  827.03 who is
under 16 years of age or a vict im of a violat ion of s.  794.011, s.  800.02, s.  800.03, or s.  825.102 who is a
person with mental  retardat ion as def ined in s.  393.063 must submit to for law enforcement or
discovery purposes. The order shall, to the extent possibte, protect the victim from the psychotogicat
damage of repeated interrogat ions whi le preserving the r ights of the pubt ic,  the vict im, and the person
charged with the violat ion.

H i s t o r y . - - s . 7 ,  c h . 8 4 - 8 6 ;  s . 2 ,  c h . 9 o - 1 2 0 ;  s . 1 9 ,  c h . 9 3 - 1 5 6 ;  s . 2 4 ,  c h . 9 4 - 1 5 4 ;  s . 1 g ,  c h . 9 5 - 1 5 g ;  s . 3 ,
c h . 9 6 - 2 1 5 ;  s . 2 6 ,  c h . 9 6 - 3 2 2 ;  s . 1 0 7 ,  c h . 9 9 - 3 ;  s . 9 ,  c h . 9 9 - 2 0 1 ;  s . 3 ,  c h .  2 o 0 0 - 2 4 6 ;  s . 6 ,  c h . 2 0 0 0 - 3 3 g ;  s .
94, ch.2004-267.
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THE ELEVENTH JUDIC1IT C1RCU1T
DADE COi lNTY. r toRIDA

cAsE N0.  85-1
(Cou rc  Ads r tn l c  c ra t  t on )

IN RE: ESTABLISHII ' IG GUIDELINES .  '  
)

PURSUANT TO 5914 .16 .  FLORIDA )
STATUTES. FOR THE REASONABLE . )
LI}IITATION ON fiE NU.IBER OF INTER- )
VIEWS A VICTIH OF A VIOII,TIOTI OF ) ADMINISTMTIVE ORDER

s ? 9 ( . 0 1 1 .  f 8 0 0 . 0 ( . 5 8 2 7 . 0 3 ,  o R  )  N o . 8 5 - 2 0
j 827 .04 ,  FLORTDA STATUTES.  t {HO IS  )
UNDER 16 YEARS OF ACE MUST SUBMIT )
TO FOR LAI.I ENFORCEMENT OR DISCOV- )
ERY PURPOSES

I " 'HEREAS.  e f f o r t s  shou ld  be  made  to  l i o i t '  che  number

o f  i n t e r v i e u s  a  v i c t i o  o f  c h i l d  a b u s e  a n d  s e x u a l  a b u s e  u n d e r

the  gge  o f  s i x teen  musC pa r t i c i paCe  i n  f o r  l aw  en fo rcemenc  o r

d i s c o v e r y  p u r p o s e s  i n  o r d e r  c o  P r o c e c c  t h e  v i c c i o  f r o o  t h e

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d a m a g e  o f  r e p e a t e d  l n c e r r o g a c i o n :  a n d

WHEREAS,  t hese  e f f o r t s  need  to  be  ba lanced  u i t h  che

r i gh t s  o f  t he  pub l i c  and  the  Pe rson  cha rged  u i ch  t he  v io la t i on

o f  l a w

NOVI ,  T I IEREFORE.  pu rsuan r  Eo  the  au tho r i t y  ves ted  i n

me  as  ch ie f  Judge  o f  t he  E leven th  Jud i c i a l  c l r cu i t  o f  F lo r i da

a n d  $ 9 I 4 . 1 6 ,  F l o r i d a  S t a t u c e s .  i c  i s  h e r e b y

oRDERED rhac  such  e f f o r t s  sha l l  be  made  on  beha l f  o f

t he  v i c t im  unde r  t he  age  o f  s i xEeen  and  sha l l  f o l l ou  t he

g u i d e l i n e s  a s  s e c  f o r t h  b e l o w :

l .  T h e r e  s h a l l  b e  o n e  i n v e s c i g a r i v e  i n t e r v i e w

' '  conduc ted  fo r  t he  pu raoses  o f  c r im ina l  and  dependency

p r o c e e d i n g s .  A 1 1  a g e n c i e s  l n v o l v e d  i n  c h e  l n v e s t i g a t l o n  o f

v i o l a t i o n s  o f  S ? 9 4 . 1 1 ,  $ 8 0 0 . 0 4 ,  ! 8 2 7 . 0 3 ,  o r  $ 8 2 ? ' 0 ( ,  F l o r i d a  
z ,

S t a t u t e s . s h a 1 1 c o L . r d i n a c e t h e i r i n v e s c i g a t t o n s c o f a c i 1 i t a t e

c h i s  p r o v i s i o n .  A l t  e f f o r t s  s h a l l  b e  o a d e  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  n u m b e r

o f  a g e n c y  r e p r e s e n t a t l v e s  p a r t i c l p a t t n g  l n  t h e  ! n t e r v l e w i n g  o f

t h e  c h l I d .

2 .  T h e r e  s h a l l  b e . o n e  f u I I  a n d  c o n p l e c e  p r e - f i l e

i n r e r v i e w  c o h d u c r e d  b y  o r  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  S c a t e  A t t o r n e y l ' s
I

o f f l c e .  t

3  -  T h - e r e  s h a l l  a d d l t l o n a l l y  b e  o n e  f u l l  a n d  " o l o p t " c "

p r e - c r i a l  l n c e r v t e w  c o n d u c t e d  b y  o r  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  S c a r p

)
)



( .  T h e r e  a h a l l  b c  o n c  o t a c o v o r y  o e p o d t t t o n  p e r m t t t e d

co  be  caken  by  t he  rep rcoenca t t ve  o f  t he  pe roon  a l l eged  to  be

respons ib le  f o r  t he  abuse ,  subJecc  co  che  l tm l ta t l ons  p rov lded

be  l ow .

5,  In terv lewe shal l  be conducted ln  I  sect lng and

rnanne r  des tgned  to  o tn tn t ze  t he  t raumat t c  e f f ec t  o f  t he

i n c e r v i e w  o n  t h e  v i c c i n .

6 .  A d d i t i o n a l  i n : e r v i e s s  s h a l l  b e  a l l o u e d  o n l y  b y

o rde r  o f  t he  t r j . a l  j udge  upon  mo t i on  fo r  good  cause  shown .

u n l e s s  c h e r c  i s  n o  o b J e c t i o n  t o  s a i d  i n c e r v i e v r  b y  t h e  v i c c i u ' s

c u s t o d i a l  p a r e n c .  l e g a l  g u a r d i a n ,  g u a r d i a n  a d  l l t e m  o r  S c a t e

A t t o r n e y .  A d d i c i o n a l  i n t e r v i e w s  s h a I I  b e  l i m t t e d  i n  s c o p e  a s

m u c h  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  a s s u r e  a i n i n a l  i o p a c t  o n  t h e  v j - c c l o .

" INTERVIET{ " .  f o r  t he  pu rposes  o f  t h i s  o rde r .  means

any  p rocedu re  i n  wh i ch  the  v i cc iu r  i s  requ i red  to  p rov ide  a

de ra i l ed  accoun t  o r  denonsErac ion  o f  che  naEure  and

c i r c u m s c a n c e s  o f  c h e  a b u s e .  b u t  - d o e s  n o E  i n c l u d e : .  c h e  h i s c g r y

ob ta ined  fo r  t he  pu rposes  o f  ued i ca l  o r  psycho log tca l  d i agnos i s

o r  t r e a c m e n c ;  a n y  i n i t i a l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  v i c t i m  b y  1 a w

en fo rcemen t !  o r  t he  F lo r i da  Depa r tu ren t  o f  Hea l t h  and

R e h a b i l i t a t i v e  S e r v i c e s .  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e

c o n p i a i n C  o r  n e e d  C o  t a k e  p r o t e c C i v e  m e a s u r e s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e

v i c t i m .  
I

N o t h i n g  c o n e a i n e d  l n  c h i s  o r d e r  s h a l l  p r e v e n t  c h e

t r i a l  cou r t  f r om l im i t i ng  Che  d i scove ry  depos i t i on  Pu rsuan t  t o

r h e  a p p l i c a b l e  p r o v t s i o n s  o f  R u l e  1 . 2 8 0 ( c )  o f  C h e  F l o r i d a  R u l e s

o f  C i v i l  P r o c e d u r e .  R u l e  3 . 2 2 0 ( h )  o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  R u l e s  o f

c r i m i n a l  P r o c e d u r e .  o r  R u l e  8 . 0 7 0  0 f  t h e  F l 0 r t d a  R u l e s  o f

J u v e n l l e  P r o c e d u r e .i
I
i
I

DONE AND

F l o r i d a .  t h i s  3 0 t h

: i  UF FLOxIDA )
i IY OF DAOE I
:8Y CERTI;y that  the to{c8oin6 is  a l ruc cr ;c
:l copy o{. th€ o(t8inlt on flt. In ihi: o(i:c

ue5ffi.''.l':: ,,-*'
RrcHA'?D p. eRtNxe n

ORDEP.ED 1n  Chambers

d a y  o f  H a y .  1 9 8 5 .

a t  H i a m l ,  D a d e  C o u n t ) .
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92.55 Judicial or other proceedings involving victim or witness under the age of 1 6 or person with

mental retardation; special protections.'-

(1 )  Upon motion of any party,  upon motion of a parent,  guardian, at torney, or guardian ad [ i tem for a

chitd under the age of 16 or person with mental retardation, or upon its own motion, the court may

enter any order necessary to protect a chitd under the age of '16 or person with mental retardation who

is a victim or witness in any judiciat proceeding or other officiat proceeding from severe emotional or

mental harm due to the presence of the defendant if the chitd or person with mental retardation is

required to testify in open court. Such orders sha[[ retate to the taking of testimony and shatl inctude,

but not be I imited to:

(a) Interviewing or the taking of deposit ions as part  of  a civ i l  or cr iminal proceeding.

(b) Examination and cross-examination for the purpose of quatifying as a witness or testifying in any

proceeding.

(c) The use of test imony taken outside of the courtroom, including proceedings under ss. 92.53 and

92.54.

(2) In rut ing upon the motion, the court  shat l  take into considerat ion:

(a) The age of the chitd, the nature of the offense or act, the retationship of the chitd to the parties in

the case or to the defendant in a criminal action, the degree of emotional trauma that witt result to the

chitd as a consequence of the defendant's presence, and any other fact that the court deems relevant;

or

(b) The age of the person with mental retardation, the functional capacity of the person with mentat

retardation, the nature of the offenses or act, the retationship of the person with mental retardation to

the parties in the case or to the defendant in a criminal action, the degree of emotiona[ trauma that

witl result to the person with mental retardation as a consequence of the defendant's presence, and any

other fact that the court deems retevant'

(3) In addit ion to such other ret ief  as is provided by law, the court  may enter orders [ imit ing the

number of times that a child or person with mental retardation may be interviewed, prohibiting

depositions of a chitd or person with mental retardation, requiring the submission of questions prior to

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode:View%20Statutes&SubMenu:1&App-... 21712008
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examination of a chitd or person with mental retardation, setting the ptace and conditions for

interviewing a chitd or person with mental retardation or for conducting any other proceeding, or

permitting or prohibiting the attendance of any person at any proceeding. The court shatl enter any

order necessary to protect the rights of atl parties, inctuding the defendant in any criminal action.

H i s t o r y . - - s . 7 ,  c h . 8 5 - 5 3 ;  s . 3 ,  c h . 9 3 - 1 3 1 ;  s . 2 3 ,  c h . 9 4 ' 1 5 4 ;  s .  B ,  c h . 2 0 0 0 - 3 3 6 .
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